














Water Conservation
You can play a role in conserving water and saving yourself money in the process by becoming 
conscious of the amount of water your household is using and by looking for ways to use less 
whenever you can. It is not hard to conserve water. Here are a few tips:

�W	Automatic dishwashers use 15 gallons for every cycle, regardless of how many dishes are 
loaded. So get a run for your money and load it to capacity.

�W	Turn o� the tap when brushing your teeth.
�W	Check every faucet in your home for leaks. Just a slow drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a day. 

Fix it and you can save almost 6,000 gallons per year.
�W	Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops of food coloring in the tank. Watch for a 

few minutes to see if the color shows up in the bowl. It is not uncommon to lose up to 100 
gallons a day from an invisible toilet leak. Fix it and you save more than 30,000 gallons a 
year.

�W	Use your water meter to detect hidden leaks. Simply turn o� all taps and water using appliances. 
�en check the meter a�er 15 minutes. If it moved, you have a leak.

�e most common signs that your faucet or sink is 
a�ecting the quality of your drinking water are discolored 
water, sink or faucet stains, a buildup of particles, unusual 
odors or tastes, and a reduced �ow of water. �e solutions 
to these problems may be in your hands.

KITCHEN SINK AND DRAIN
Hand washing, soap scum buildup, and the handling of raw 
meats and vegetables can contaminate your sink. Clogged 
drains can lead to unclean sinks and backed up water in which 
bacteria (i.e., pink and black colored slime growth) can grow 
and contaminate the sink area and faucet, causing a rotten  
egg odor.

Disinfect and clean the sink and drain area regularly. Also, 
�ush regularly with hot water.

FAUCETS, SCREENS, AND AERATORS
Chemicals and bacteria can splash and accumulate on 
the faucet screen and aerator, which are located on the 
tip of faucets, and can collect particles like sediment and 
minerals resulting in a decreased �ow from the faucet. 
Clean and disinfect the aerators or screens on a regular 
basis. Check with your plumber if you �nd particles in the 
faucet screen as they could be pieces of plastic from the 
hot water heater dip tube. Faucet gaskets can break down 
and cause black, oily slime. If you �nd this slime, replace 
the faucet gasket with a higher-quality product. White 
scaling or hard deposits on faucets and shower heads 
may be caused by hard water or water with high levels of 
calcium carbonate. Clean these �xtures with vinegar or 
use water so�ening to reduce the calcium carbonate levels 
for the hot water system.

WATER FILTRATION/TREATMENT DEVICES 
A smell of rotten eggs can be a sign of bacteria on the 
�lters or in the treatment system. �e system can also 
become clogged over time so regular �lter replacement 
is important.

(Remember to replace your refrigerator �lter!)
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